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smoothly flowing verse without the slightest effort, and she
could compose essays in prose on every conceivable subject.
Besides she possessed the gift of hypnotizing both her
hearer and herself into believing the wildest inventions of
her fantasy. She had, no doubt, a literary talent The
Moscow editor, Katkov, famous in the annals of Russian
journalism, spoke to me in the highest terms of praise about
her literary gifts, as evidenced in the tales entitled "From
the Jungles of Hindustan," which she contributed to his
magazine, The Russian Messenger (Russki Fyestnik).
Mnie. Blavatski's ventures in the field of commerce and
industry proved, of course, dismal failures. It was then
that Mitrovich accepted an engagement to sing at the
Italian Opera at Cairo and the couple set out for Egypt.
By that time they presented a rather sorry sight, he a tooth-
less lion, perennially at the feet of his mistress, an aged
lady, stout and slovenly. Off the African coast their ship
was wrecked and all the passengers found themselves in the
waves, Mitrovich saved his mistress, but was drowned him-
self, Mme. Blavatski entered Cairo in a wet skirt and
without a penny to her name. How she extricated herself
from that situation, I do not know, ,but she was next dis-
covered in England, where she founded a Theosophic
Society. To strengthen the foundations of the new cult,
she travelled to India, where she studied the occult science
of the Hindus. Upon her return from India she became the
centre of a large group of devotees of the theosophic doc-
tripe and settled in Paris as the acknowledged head of the
theosophists. Shortly afterwards she fell ill and died. The
teachings of theosophy, however, are still thriving,
L'et him who still doubts the non-material origin and the
independent existence of the soul in man consider the per-
sonality of Mrne. Blavatski. During her earthly existence,
she housed a spirit which was, no doubt, independent of
physical or physiological being- As to the particular realm